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Chris Corlett tells the story of how missing
the bus one day led to an interesting discovery.

ne afternoon in March 2002, having missed the bus back to

the office, I took the opportunity to make a quick visit to

Taney graveyard in Dundrum, Co. Dublin. The name Taney
derives from the Irish Teach Nathi, the church of St Nathi, a sixth-
century bishop who is also reputed to be the patron of Tobernea near
Blackrock. The graveyard features a large number of nineteenth-
century headstones and tombs, marking the resting-places of many
important people, including Dr Whitley Stokes. However, apart from
traces of an outer ecclesiastical enclosure, there is little archaeological
evidence from the earlier foundation. | considered this as I wandered
around the graveyard, hoping, without expectation, to find that
elusive archaeological clue, when out of the corner of my eye | spied
what looked like an incised granite stone. On further—and excited—
inspection, | found that a hole had been conveniently dug beside an
upright granite slab. Before this only the top of the slab would have
protruded above the surface, but now the upper third of a slab was
exposed, and two tantalising incised lines could be clearly seen
extending down it. | took a quick photograph, just in case the hole
should be backfilled and the slab disappear again.

Left: Rathdown slab from Taney, Dundrum

Above: Rathdown slab from Taney as it first appeared in 2002
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